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An Old Issue 


An anti-Japanese agitation is nothing new to California, 
the Hearst papers having been engaged in it for many years. 
Recently however, the Scripp papers of the coast and also the 
Sacramento Bee have been specializing in anti-Japanese prop- 
aganda. Several anti-Japanese societies have been formed, and 
probably at no time since the original trouble began in Cali- 
fornia in 1906 has there been so much feeling against the 
Japanese. So far as the Northwest is concerned however, 
anti-Japanese propaganda is new, no newspaper having made 
it a business to keep before its readers matter intended to 
create ill-feeling toward the Japanese until the Seattle Star, 
and other Scripp papers, took up the matter. | 


Exaggerations 


Persons at all familiar with the real situation have read- 
ily realized that the papers and individuals engaged in this 
tirade against the Japanese have made a practice of grossly ex- 
aggerating the facts in the case. 


False Statements 


That deliberate falsifying has been indulged in to a great 
extent is also very apparent. The writer made a partial list 
of the more gross falsehoods published by the local Scripp 
paper, the “Star,” and mailed them to the editor, who as- 
sured: me over the phone that the article would probably be 
published. It was not published, however. 


A Few Selections 


In order that the extent to which the anti-Japanese agita- 
tors have gone in the attempt to stir up hostility against Japan 
and the Japanese may be appreciated, a few of the more 
glaring misrepresentations are given and the facts bearing 
on the matter shown. 
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Numbers in America 


The Japanese in the U. S. number about 100,000. This 
does not include the 30,000 or 35,000 American-born children 
of Japanese parentage. They are Americans, and there is no 
more reason for counting them as Japanese than there is in 
counting the American-born children of other immigrants 
as belonging to the nationality of their parents. The census 
of 1910 showed about 72,000 Japanese in the U.S. of which 
about 9,000 were women. The “Gentlemen’s Agreement”’ 
was intended to take the place of a proposed exclusion act, 
and is in effect, an exclusion act. No immigrant aliens, ex- 
cept members of families of persons already here, are given 
passports by the Japanese Government for entrance to the 
U.S. The increase in Japanese in the U.S. has been caused 
entirely by the entrance, as provided for in the Agreement, 
of members of families, mostly women and children. There 
are at the present time about 30,000 married women in the 
U.S. As the average age of the men here is 42, it will be 
seen that the practice of bringing in wives from Japan cannot 
continue much longer. Deducting the non-immigrants, stu- 
dents, those too old to marry and etc. from the 40,000 single 
men in the country, and you have only about 15,000 or 20,- 
000 possible husbands, which means that the coming of wives 
must soon end and cannot total any large number. 


“Coming in Large Numbers” 


It is being stated that Japan is violating the “Gentle- 
men’s Agreement” in granting passports to large numbers of 
immigrants, and that, especially during the war, hordes of 
Japanese entered the U.S. It is even stated that Japan has 
“sent” large numbers over the Mexican border. To show the 
intentional misrepresentation it is only necessary to call at- 
tention to the fact that the entrances only are given. Little, 
or nothing is said about the departures. In a letter recently 
received from Mr. Caminetti, Commissioner General of Im- 


migration, the following is given as covering Japanese ar- 
rivals and departures from the U. S. for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1919. Arrivals, immigrants, 7,543, departures, 
1,849. Non-immigrants, arrivals, 3,416, departures 5,874. 
Total arrivals, 10,959; total departures, 7,723. Excess of 
arrivals over departures, 3,236. Remember this increase 
of arrivals over departures is accounted for entirely by the 
wives and children of men already here. In other words all 
this row is over a few thousand women and children. But 
this is not all. Remember Japanese die, just as other people 
do. The time may come when the anti-Japanese crowd will 
discover that the Japanese have some kind of secret way of 
dodging death entirely, but at the present time the death 
rate is rather above the average. Deduct then at least 1,500 
as the loss caused by death during the past year, and you have 
about 1,700 as the net increase in the Japanese population 
of the U.S. for the year. This is the size of the “menace.” 
One wonders if it is not also about the size of the men who 
have discovered this “menace.” The Immigration Bulletin 
gives a different set of statistics for the year, but when de- 
partures are deducted from arrivals, the result is practically 
the same. 


Students 


Is is claimed that Japanese secure passports as students, 
merchants and etc., and then become laborers, engage in 
business, buy land and etc. after getting here. Inasmuch as 
there are less than 1,000 men in the U. S. with student pass- 
ports, even though they should all become laborers, it is dif- 
ficult to see how any menace would result. No one claims’ 
however, that more than a small per cent of the students be- 
come laborers. To prevent any student from settling down as 
anything but a student in the future the new immigration law 
should require passports to show the time required to com- 
plete studies in the U. S., the passport to become invalid at 
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the expiration of that time. 
“Japanese Engaging in Business” 


Of course they are. Treaties provide that they may. Be- 
ing a bright, thrifty race, they would naturally take advantage 
of the numerous opportunities that this country offers for 
_ business. That the Japanese are, as a rule, or in any large 
numbers, resorting to illegal methods to secure land, business 
advantages, and etc., is not true, and those who claim that 
underhand methods are being used should be compelled to 
prove their statements. The claim that the Japanese govern- 
ment is in any way responsible for the so-called “aggression” 
is a base slander. 


“Displacing Americans” 
P 


Only in the sense that every man is a competitor with 
every man who engages in the same occupation, are the Jap- 
anese competitors. ‘That Americans have moved away from 
localities because Japanese have entered it is true, but it is 
also true that such has happened principally because of a 
feeling of race prejudice on the part of the Americans. 
Those who have lived among Asiatics, both in Asia and in 
this country have found them good neighbors. The claim, 
made by a Seattle member of the Veteran’s Welfare Commis- 
sion, that the Japanese are interfering with placing returned 
soldiers in occupations, is an absolute untruth. There is no 
evidence that Japanese have interfered in any way with any 
American getting a job. Hotels and apartment houses are 
being run by Japanese, but any man with the necessary money 
may purchase them at any time. That some Japanese have 
speculated in leases is probably true, but will any one claim 
that they alone do this? Why overlook the sins of others and 
center on the few Japanese? 


Old Residents Are Doing the Business 
All this talk of the “peaceful penetration” of the Japanese 
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is without a semblance of proof. The Japanese who came to 
America years ago as laborers have saved money, and are 
getting into business of their own accord. If any set of white 
immigrants were doing this, it would be accounted as to their 
credit. Because the Japanese are not white, their activities 
constitute a “menace’’! ! ! 3 


“Not Assimilable’’ 


To deprive a race of the privileges of citizenship by Fed- 
eral enactment, and then abuse them for not becoming good 
citizens, is about the limit in unreasonableness. This attitude 
has no hint of the true American spirit. We believe in equal 
opportunity for all. No other race of people in the U. S. has 
Americanization Committees whose business it is to encourage 
and hasten the Americanization of their nationals. The more 
progressive of the Japanese, which means practically all of 
the leaders in the U. S., are endeavoring to see that their 
children are prepared to take their places as loyal Americans, 
even though they themselves are unjustly denied the privilege 
of becoming Americans. 


Excluded From Citizenship 


It must be kept in mind that Section 2169 of the U. S. 
Statutes purposely excludes Asiatics from becoming citizens 
of the U. S., simply because they are Asiatics, and for no 
other reason. All the evidence available goes to prove that 
the Asiatic will make as good a citizen as most of the other 
immigrants who come to us. And a much better citizen than 
some, as no one ever heard of a Japanese in America having 
anything to do with any kind of an anarchistic movement. 


Did Not Volunteer 


To deny a man citizenship and then attack him because 
he failed to offer his services in the army, especially when he 
would have to be under men who dislike him, simply shows 


how far a prejudice can carry otherwise sensible men. The 
Japanese of Canada, where they are allowed to become citi- 
zens, did volunteer and a goodly percentage sleep, along 
with the other Canadians who gave their all as our sacrifices, 
on the battle grounds in France. 


Picture Brides 


Much has been said about the young women who come 
to America to meet their husbands, having been married by 
transfer of registry in Japan. The only way by which a per- 
son can be married in Japan is by transfer of registry. Japan 
retains the old Asiatic system of registration by families. 
Transferring the name of the woman from the register of her 
father, or family, to the family register of her intended hus- 
band, constitutes legal marriage. The ceremony has nothing 
to do with the legality of the marriage, and may not be ob- 
served at all. No matter whether a man sends for his wife, 
or returns to Japan for her, the legal process is the same. In 
either case, relatives do the selecting and attend to most of 
the details. In spite of the Hopes heaped on the “picture 
bride” her record in America is far above that of her white 
sister, only about two per cent of “picture” marriages result- 
ing in divorce. In demeanor as well as in intelligence, she 
will average well with any class of women anywhere. The 
vile slander about these young women being used as “breed- 
ers,” even in several states, simply indicates the depths to 
which some of the Japanese haters will descend in order to 
create a false impression. The probabilities are that owing 
to misapprehension on the part of Americans, Japan will soon 
prohibit “picture” marriages. 


_ Japanese Colonies 


It is unfortunate that aliens in many cases have congre- 
gated in certain districts. Italian towns, Jewish sections, 
China-towns, and Japanese communities are all a mistake. 
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But who runs this country any way? Who is responsible for — 
this unfortunate and even dangerous phase of American 
life? In the case of the oriental, especially in the cities, he 
has often been compelled to live in or near the slums. Until 
we cease to be sinners in this matter, it ill behooves us to 
criticise the alien. Some arrangement should be made by 
which no community should ever have a majority of aliens 
in it. Our schools should never have a majority of children 
of aliens: But that is up to the American people. The im- 
migrant will fall in line, and in most cases, gladly do so. 
Certainly the Asiatic would do so. 


“Send Their Children Back to Japan” 


This is done less and less. It is practically impossible to 
raise children properly in the camps among so many single 
men. Inasmuch as an American dollar becomes nearly two 
Japanese yen, by difference in exchange, it is cheaper to send 
children back to Japan than it is to send them to the town or 
city schools, away from their parents. Where children are 
returned to Japan, until they are well on in their teens, they 
are put in the care of grand parents, and raised according to 
Asiatic customs. Any person at all familar with the young 
people, especially the young women, from well ordered homes 
of Asia, know how well raised and well poised they are. 


Children 


Opposed to the above is the claim that the Japanese are 
purposely “breeding” children in America in order to make 
America a Japanese nation. One feels like a fool for at- 
tempting to combat this statement. But in order that the 
fool be not wise in his own conceit, he must some times be 
answered according to his folly. The principal complaint 
seems to be that the Japanese are not as expert in the use 
of “‘preventatives,” birth control and prenatal murder as a 
certain class of Americans are. The average Japanese birth 
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rate is lower than the Italian, and much less than the central 
European nations. It is not greater than the American rate 
of 50 years ago. In some places in California the death rate 
among children is very high. No one can visit the Japanese 
cemetery in Fresno without being struck by the size of this 
city of the dead. Mute testimony is here borne to the sacri- 
fices made by the brown men who have done so much to make 
the fruit industry a gigantic success. Some expert statistical 
prevaricator has figured out that the Japanese in the U. S. 160 
years from now will number 216,000,000, at the present 
birth and immigration rate. The writer once knew a negro 
who was the father of 37 children. There are about 10,000,- 
000 negroes in the U. S. now, and using the old negro as a 
criterion, and following out the method used by the aforesaid 
prevaricator, additions will have to be built to the U. S. 
within the next 200 years to insure standing room for negroes 
alone. It is a slander on a man’s sanity to expect him to take 
such ravings seriously. 


A Whole Set of False Statements 


It has been loudly proclaimed that the Japanese are gob- 
bling up the best land. It is claimed that they own nearly all 
the best farm land near Seattle. As a matter of fact, the 
‘Japanese own only a few hundred acres in the state of Wash- 
ington. 

When the agitation was on in California to secure 
the anti-Asiatic land law, it was claimed that the Japanese 
were buying and leasing everything in sight. An investiga- 
tion Committee, appointed by the legislature, found that they 
owned about 11,000 acres. Inasmuch as California has about 
30,000,000 acres of farm land, the gobbling was not very 
evident. This may be the reason why the Committee never 
published the results of its findings. The ostensible reason 
was that the legislature did not provide funds for the pub- 
lication. This Committee found that leases for 20,294 acres 


were recorded. In some way the committee, however, claims 
to have discovered that most of the leases were not recorded 
and that altogether 115,000 acres were at that time, 1909, 
leased by the Japanese. Even granting this, still the total 
is only two-fifths of one per cent of the farm land of the 
state. There are communities where the Japanese are con- 
gregating too fast, but as far as ousting the Americans or 
creating a menace, the claim is ridiculous. 


The statement that King County, Washington, has 9,000 
cows and that the White River Valley has 6,000 of these and 
that the Japanese own 85 per cent of this 6,000, should be 
placed alongside of the facts. There are 25,000 milch cows 
in the County, and the Japanese own 3,200. 


It has been stated that the Japanese operate 47 per cent 
of the hotels in Seattle. There are more than 1100 hotels 
and apartment houses in Seeattle, about 600 of which are 
hotels proper. The Japanese operate 170 hotels and about 
oO apartments. 

It has been loudly proclaimed that the births of children 
to Japanese parents in Placer County, California, was twice 
that of the whites in 1918. The Board of Health reports, 
whites 266, Japanese 91. 


Big headlines in the Scripps papers claimed that U. S. 
Railroad Administrator Hines had ordered that Japanese 
be not employed in railroad work, as they were interfer- 
ing with the placing of returned soldiers. No such order was 


issued, and a note from the department states that an in- ~ 


vestigation had proven that Japanese were in no way inter- 
fering with the employment of white men, and that there was 
a shortage of labor for railroad work everywhere. | 


Gulick’s Plan 


Either purposely or from ignorance the Dillingham Bill 
has been confused with the Gulick plan. The two are very 
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different. The Gulick plan would settle all of our immigra- 
tion problems by placing us on a just basis, and proposes to 
admit, annually, to the United States, immigrants of each 
nationality equal to a number ranging from three to ten per 
cent of the total naturalized persons, plus the American-born 
children of such nationality. As there are practically no 
naturalized Asiatics, the percentage would be based entirely 
on the number of American born children. Ona five per cent 
basis, this would admit about 1,500 Japanese, and 1,000 
Chinese annually. These could, in turn, send for minor chil- 
dren after entering, but wives would be counted as immi- 
grants, and those admitted deducted from the annual quota. 
Dillingham’s bill provides for the admission of five per cent 
of all persons in the United States of any one nationality, and 
members of families. 


“Japanese Propaganda’ 


To call the Gulick plan Japanese propaganda is simply 
nonsense. It indicates the calibre of the men who are making 
the most noise against the Japanese when they claim that Dr. 
Gulick, or any man connected with the Committee of One 
Thousand, is in any way carrying on a Japanese propaganda. 
_ The cancellation of the Chinese exclusion act is one of the 
chief objects of the Gulick plan. To call that Japanese pro- 
paganda is misrepresentation gone crazy. The Gulick plan, 
if adopted, would effectually restrict immigration, would 
_ guarantee a much higher type of immigrant, and would put 
the United States on a proper basis with regard to Asia by 
doing away with legal discrimination. 


No One Proposes Increase in Asiatic Immigration 


China is not fighting the exclusion of laborers, though 
all intelligent Chinese resent the inhuman manner in which 
this law is applied. At this writing the Asiatics in the deten- 
tion quarters in San Francisco are being treated like beasts. 
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The Japanese government has recognized the inadvisability 
of permitting laborers to come to the United States as long 
as there is objection to them, no matter on what grounds this 
objection may be based, hence her offer to put the restriction 
on such from her side. There is nowhere on earth today any 
kind of international agreement that is being better observed 
than the “Gentlemen’s Agreement,” from Japan’s side. As 
for our side, as much cannot be said. It was generally under- 
stood that if Japan would restrict, or prevent, the coming of 
laborers to the United States, anti-Japanese agitation would 
cease and no discrimination Sear be enforced against the 
children of Japanese parents as to school attendance. In 
spite of this the lower house of the California legislature 
passed a bill at the last session intended to segregate children 
of Japanese in schools. The measure was killed in the Sen- 
ate, however, at the urgent request of the American delegates 
at the Paris Conference. 


Long before Germany scrapped her treaty with Belgium, 
the United States did the same thing with her treaty with 
China. From the Asiatic standpoint, the heathen are not all 
on their side of the Pacific. Still, no one is proposing any 
increase in Asiatic immigration. However, an ever increas- 
ing number of America’s best thinkers are insisting that 
Asiatic students be admitted to the United States, on limited 
passports. And Americans are getting tired of being singled 
out as the only nation that has a “color scheme” for its basis 
of naturalization. We are beginning to see the reasonable- 
ness of relying on standards, and not on the color of a man’s 
face. 


Simple Question 


The whole matter is not complex at all. Just simply 
apply the spirit of Christianity, the true American spirit, to 
our dealings with Asiatics and there is no question that cannot 
be readily be solved. That this nation, and all component 
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parts of it, must always be predominantly white is not being 
questioned, cannot be questioned. But we must act in a 
humane manner toward all here who are not classed as white. 


Question Settled 


As a matter of fact, outside of the urgent necessity of 
amending our naturalization laws so that they will apply to 
all equally, this whole question is practically settled. There 
will be no more anti-Asiatic laws passed by the United States 
Congress. The moral sentiment of the nation will not permit 
it. Neither will Asiatics be imported under “contract’’ for 
any purpose whatever. The very fact that the Immigration 
Committee of the House of Congress refused to print its 
own minutes, the record, because of the injection into the 
hearings of so much of anti-Japanese material from Cali- 
fornia, indicates what the trend is. The only thing to do is 
to give candid consideration to constructive proposals, and 
to take measures, in connection with representative Japanese, 
that will relieve the situation in localities where the Japanese 
are too numerous. ; 


Assist Moral. Movements 


It is a significant fact that those who are fighting the 

Japanese are not the people who have in any way given as- 
sistance to them in their endeavors to better their moral con- 
ditions. The Japanese have for years maintained reform 
bureaus for the uplift of their nationals, and have spent 
thousands of dollars for this purpose. The Gambling Abate- 
ment Bill, defeated by trickery in both the California and 
Washington legislatures this past winter, was a measure much 
desired by the Japanese Associations on the coast, because of 
the impossibility of keeping Japanese out of gambling dens 
by moral suasion alone. This reform movement among the 
Japanese has cut the loss from gambling: among Japanese in 
half during the past eight years, but as long as Chinese gam- 
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bling dens have a semi-official recognition by the municipal 
authorities on the coast, much of their efforts are, and will 
continue to be, futile. The Anti-Japanese people are not 
giving themselves much anxiety along this line. In fact, 
though it is a habit recently to speak well of the Chinese and 
to compare them with the Japanese, to the disparagement of 
the latter, the hypocrisy of such is made plain by the failure 
of this class of people to assist in securing decent treatment 
for the Chinese here, or to assist in their improvement. 


Finally 


It can be safely said that the Japanese compare favor- 
ably with the immigrants received from other nations. While 
the strides they must make to become Americanized are 
greater than that necessary for North Europeans, yet the re- 
sponse they give to the American appeal is not exceeded by 
any nationality represented here. This is shown, in part, by 
the fact that the purchase of Bibles on the part of the Japan- 
ese is greater, pro rata, than even among Americans. This 
is “preachy,” of course, but it still remains true that “the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” and the people 
who pay the closest attention to the Almighty’s teaching will 
inevitably make the greatest progress, and become the best 
citizens. | 


All of the objections urged against the Japanese will © 
apply with equal force against most of the immigrants in the 
United States, and most of the objections will apply to all of 
the immigrants here. 


The writer spent fourteen years in Japan, and, in addi- 
tion, has lived for the past eleven years on the west coast, 
most of the time in California, and has associated very freely 
with the Japanese in all walks of life. Whatever may have 
been the case many years ago, it is not true now that they 
work for less money than that paid white men. And when 
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working for themselves, they live and labor very much in the 
same manner that immigrants from Europe do. They are in 
demand because they are easier to handle than the average 
white laborer and in some lines of industry, do better work. 
This fact can be easily established by asi rorie with men 
who employ Japanese. 
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Persons wishing copies of this leaflet may have the same 
by sending four cents in stamps to U. G. Murphy, 1104 James 
Seatile, Wash. $3.00 per Hundred. 
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